
W N  PUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  12481 o f  the Takoma Park B a p t i s t  Church, pur-  
s u a n t  t o  Sub- sec t ion  8207.2 o f  the Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a 
s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  Paragraph  3101.41 t o  o p e r a t e  a n u r s e r y  
school ( S p r i n g  K n o l l s  Coopera t ive  Nursery  Schoo l )  i n  the R-1-B 
D i s t r i c t  on the second f l o o r  o f  the premises  a t  635 Aspen S t r e e t  
N.W. (Square 3169, L o t  804) 

HEARING DATE: September 27, 1-977 
DECISION DATE: October 11, 1977 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1, T h e  a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t o  operate a c o o p e r a t i v e  n u r s e r y  
s c h o o l  a t  the Takoma Park B a p t i s t  Church for  u p  t o  f o r t y  s t u d e n t s  
a g e s  one t o  f o u r  from 9:15 a.m. t o  lL:45 a.m., Monday th rough  
F r i d a y  . 

2 .  T h e  s c h o o l  is  p r e s e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  a t  the Emory Method i s t  
Church, l o c a t e d  a t  6100 Alaska  Avenue N.W., and h a s  a s t u d e n t  
body o f  twenty  seven  c h i l d r e n  a g e s  three and f o u r ,  w i t h  two 
t e a c h e r s  and f i v e  p a r e n t  a i d e s .  

3 .  T h e  a p p l i c a n t  is  a n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  
the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia. 

4 .  T h e  a p p l i c a n t  does  n o t  o f f e r  a r t i c l e s  o f  commerce f o r  
s a l e .  

5 .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  who p r e s e n t l y  a t t e n d  the school c o m e  from 
a r a d i u s  w i t h i n  three m i l e s  of the Takoma Park B a p t i s t  Church, 
and approx ima te ly  h a l f  o f  the s t u d e n t  body r e s i d e s  w i t h i n  a t e n  
block r a d i u s  o f  the Church. 
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6. The app l i can t  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  vacancies appear i n  the  
s t u d e n t  body, preference w i l l  be given t o  ch i ld ren  and f a m i l i e s  
l i v i n g  wi th in  a 10-block r ad ius  of the  proposed s i te .  

7 .  The a p p l i c a n t ' s  proposed f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  provide the  
required 100 square f e e t  of play a rea  f o r  each c h i l d .  The 
proposed s i t e  w i l l  provide 2,610 square f e e t  of outdoor p l ay  
space,  and 2 ,000  square f e e t  of indoor p l ay  space located on 
the  same s i te .  None of the  outdoor p l ay  space abu t s  ad jo in ing  
property.  

8. The app l i can t  w i l l  provide more than the  requi red  number 
of parking spaces which is  two f o r  every th ree  teachers  and 
s t a f f  members .  Most of the  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  a r r i v e  a t  the  proposed 
s i t e  via con t ro l l ed  c a r  pools.  

9. The school has  operated i n  the  Shepherd Park and Takoma 
s e c t i o n s  of the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia s i n c e  1968. The Board 
received 1-etters from m i n i s t e r s  a t  two of t he  churches where 
the  school has  operated and from adjo in ing  proper ty  owners s t a t -  
ing t h a t  t he re  have been no ob jec t ions  t o  ope ra t ion  of the  school 
by reason of t r a f f i c ,  noise  o r  o the r  ob jec t ionab le  ac t iv i ty . ,  

10. The Municipal Planning Off ice ,  by r e p o r t  dated September 
2 2 ,  1977 and by testimony a t  the  hear ing  recommended t h a t  the 
s p a c i a l  except ion be granted on the  condi t ion  t h a t  enrollment 
be l imi ted  t o  f o r t y  s t u d e n t s .  

11. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B recommended approval 
of the app l i ca t ion .  

1 2 .  The Board has  not  received any ob jec t ion  t o  g ran t ing  the  
s p e c i a l  except ion.  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based upon the  above Findings of Fac t  and t h e  evidence of 
record ,  the  Board concludes t h a t  the prTposed p r i v a t e  school 
is not  l i k e l y  t o  become an ob jec t ionab le  a c t i v i t y  because t h e  
app l i can t  complies with the  parking requirements of i t s  pro- 
posed u s e  and testimony of record shows t h a t  t he  school has  
operated without complaint a t  i t s  p r i o r  l oca t ions .  The Board 
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conc ludes  t h a t  because a p p r o x i m a t e l y  half  of the present  s t u d e n t s  
reside w i t h i n  10 block of the proposed loca t ion  and because 
p r i o r i t y  w i l l  be g i v e n  t o  parents  and c h i l d r e n  w i t h i n  a 10-block 
r a d i u s  of the T a k o m a  Park B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a s  vacancies  occur,  the 
requested spec ia l  exception w i l l  be necessary and convenient  t o  
the neighborhood i n  w h i c h  i t  is loca ted ,  and t h i s  special  excep- 
t i o n ,  i f  g ran ted ,  w i l l  be i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  the general  purpose and 
i n t e n t  of the Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  and Maps and w i l l  n o t  tend  t o  a 
adve r se ly  a f f e c t  the u s e  of the neighboring property.  I t  i s  
therefore ordered tha t  the subject appl ica t ion  be GRANTED, subject  
t o  the c o n d i t i o n  that  there s h a l l  be a m a x i m u m  of f o r t y  s t u d e n t s  
and a m a x i m u m  of t e n  teachers and aides.  

VOTE: 5-0 ( C h l o e t h i e l  Woodard S m i t h ,  John G. Parsons,  Leonard L. 
M c C a n t s ,  W i l l i a m  F.  McIntosh and C h a r l e s  R ,  N o r r i s  t o  
g r a n t )  

BY ORDER OF THE D,  C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
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b' 
ATTESTED BY: i 

STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A 
PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 


